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An important function of local government is the provision of services to its residents. In a
municipality such as Liberty with a low density, limited tax base, and scattered development
pattern, those services often cannot be locally provided. Where an adequate population

concentration exists, provision of services by a regional body such as the county may be the most
appropriate method.

It is suggested that an annual review of community services be prepared for the Township
Committee in order that the need for services may be anticipated and their provision in an
orderly and fiscally prudent manner may be facilitated. Whenever services provided at the
municipal level are inadequate but are beyond the reach of local government, efforts should be
made to discuss with adjoining municipalities and the county in order to provide such services

through inter-local agreements. The following services are those considered important by
residents of the township.

LIBRARY

At present, there are no library facilities located within Liberty Township. Residents may use
the County Library facility located in Belvidere Township or the Northeast branch on Route 46
in Hackettstown. In addition to these facilities, the County Library contracted with the Catherine
Dixon-Hoffman library in Blairstown, and, as of April 1, 1989, this library has been open to
county residents without a fee. A new branch opened at the Washington Vo-Tech in September
of 1988. The County Library contracted with the Phillipsburg Library for access also.

The county also provides bookmobile service with one stop in Liberty Township on Route 46.
In 1987, 120 items were in circulation via the bookmobile and in 1988 only 46 items. This
service is limited as it occurs only once a month. There are also bookmobile stops in
neighboring townships, which in some instances are closer to some Liberty Township residents.
Therefore, these numbers may not truly reflect the Township’s usage of the bookmobile service.

A study by the Warren County Library Commission suggests that branches be set up throughout
the county, keeping in mind that a minimum population of 10,000 would be necessary to warrant
a branch. Phasing out of the bookmobile has been recommended in conjunction with branch
growth.
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As population increases along with family incomes, many families have increased time and
ability to take advantage of recreational opportunities. It is appropriate, here, to take a look at
the opportunities for recreation afforded to Township residents. (See Exhibit 15)

WATER-ORIENTED RECREATION

Mountain Lake, located in the Northwestern portion of the Township, offers swimming, boating,
and fishing opportunities to lake residents. Public access is extremely limited as the only state
owned land around the lake is severely limited by topography. Some form of water-based
recreation should be made available to all Township residents. Among the possibilities are:
acquisition of lake frontage by the Township and/or construction of a municipal pool in the
vicinity of the emerging community center area.

STATE FACILITIES

Jenny Jump State Forest, partially located in Liberty, offers areas for camping, hiking, and
picnicing. The Pequest Fish Hatchery, situated just off Route 46, provides a number of
educational opportunities.

MUNICIPAL FACILITIES

The Township’s Recreation Commission is active and in the process of expanding the
recreational facilities for the community. The principal functions of the Commission are to help
organize activities, apportion the budget, obtain insurance, and provide First Aid equipment at
events. They also conduct fundraisers for the program. A major concern to the Commission is
obtaining volunteers to help with the activities and related duties.

Activities offered to the community by the Commission are soccer, football, cheerleading,
baseball, basketball, wrestling, and T-ball. In the past, the facilities used have been the
Elementary School, a ball field leased in Mountain Lake and shared facilities in Independence.

Current facilities provided at the Free Union Field are as follows:

Basketball court

Minor ball field

Tennis court

Outdoor lighting for security and night play

A well to water the field and to provide a comfort station
Snack bar facilities

Telephone for emergencies
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RECREATION
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Other important, but often overlooked, assets to the community are railroad right-of-ways.
These provide a natural location for trails, which can be used for hiking, horseback riding, cross-
country skiing or cycling until they are needed for transportation. A study of the abandoned
Lehigh and Hudson River right-of-way is in progress. This rail-trail study runs from Andover
Borough in Sussex County to Belvidere in Warren County.

In an attempt to meet the needs of the future, consideration should be given to providing
additional areas of open space and/or recreation. This is especially true in newly developing
areas. If not addressed development could easily place unnecessary burdens on the presently
existing facilities. It is therefore recommended that a recreational area be provided in any
development consisting of more than 25 units. This policy would:

Provide a more pleasant living atmosphere for residents;
Provide convenient areas of recreation;

Help to keep up with the demands of an increased population;
Improve pedestrian access to recreation sites.

A final recommendation with regard to recreation and open space in general is that wherever
property is foreclosed upon by the Township, it should be reviewed and inventoried with a view
towards either developing it as a public open space or perhaps making it available for exchange
or sale in acquiring public open space in more appropriate locations. Particular emphasis should
be given to railroad rights-of-way “land banking”. The Township may apply for funding for
such purpose. Warren County and the State support purchase of land and/or development rights

for open space. Their efforts should be supported at the municipal level subject to budget
contracts.

Table 26 provides an overview of the recommended opportunities needed for current and future
residents.
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A Senior Citizen’s Club is located on Route 46 in the old church in Independence Township.

The organization has approximately 140 participants from Independence and the surrounding
townships of:

Allamuchy Hope Mansfield
Frelinghuysen Knowlton Oxford
Hackettstown Liberty Washington

The Center is open from 10:00am until 3:00 pm, Monday through Friday. Weekly activities
offered include: crafts, card games and exercise. Additional programs offered are:

PUBLIC WORKS

The Public Works Department currently consists of two employees, including one foreman.
Services performed are snow removal, patching of roads, mowing and cutting of brush and
repairs to catch basins.

The oil and chipping of roads is contracted out, although the public works department may assist
in the laying of stone.

Equipment available at this time is:

Dump Trucks: 1988 Dodge (1 ton)
1979 International (8 yards)
1975 Ford (6 yards)
1971 Ford (6 yards)

Snow Plows: 1988 Meyers
1979 Burch
1975 Burch
1971 Burch

Grader: 1940 Bucyrus

Mower: 1941 Ford F-N

Other miscellaneous equipment is available and is used for various work details performed by
the department.
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In order to strengthen the sense of community within Liberty Township, it is important that a
focus be provided for the residents of the Township. The most effective and realizable means by
which this may be accomplished will be to concentrate public facilities and activities in the
vicinity of the existing municipal building and new recreation field and/or municipal complex
are completed, the nucleus of such community center will have been formed. Other potential
improvements could include a recreation/special functions building.

EDUCATION

One of the most important services provided by a community is schooling for its children.
Liberty Township, along with Independence Township has formed the Great Meadows School
District. The District provides education for grades K-8. Secondary students attend
Hackettstown High School. Along with the population growth in the Township in general, the
population of the local school system has increased significantly. Continuing efforts are needed
to meet State educational mandates. Table 24, indicates school population growth over the past
12 years. The current population of 317 is within 8 of the functional capacity of the school as
defined in a recent report for the Board of Education entitled Facilities Utilization Study for the
School Districts of Allamuchy Township, Hackettstown Town, Independence Township, and
Liberty Township. (December 1988). This figure may be somewhat low as the Chief School
Administrator, Mr. Anthony Piperata, feels that there may be some additional room, although 1t
is not anticipated that this additional space will significantly change the picture. It appears that
Liberty Township will have to look to new construction to meet future education needs. The
common estimate from all the parties involved is that more space will be needed within the next
two years. Particular needs being discussed at this time include 8 more classrooms (6 regular, 2
special education), additional offices, storage, and bathroom space as well as an all-
purpose/gymnasium. The current process required for either expansion or new construction is
lengthy, often requiring two years or more for approval by the State Board of Education.
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Police services are provided by the New Jersey State Police. Coverage has recently been
transferred from the Hope Station to Washington. The level of service is generally good despite
the distance of the barracks from the Township.

FIRE

Liberty Township is served by two volunteer fire companies; one located at Mountain Lake in
Liberty Township and the other in Independence.

Major equipment includes:

1986 Emergency 1250 GPM Pumper, which carries 500 gallons of water.

1982 Ford Tanker Truck — carries 2,100 gallons in addition to a drop tank of
2,200 gallons.

The Mountain Lakes Fire Company has a volunteer membership. Major equipment includes:

1952 Darley — 500 GPM Pumper
2002 Freight Liner — 2,300-gallon tanker with 500 GPM pump.

1969 Ford Utility Truck with 300 GPM pump

/

1987 Darley 1,500 GPM Pumper — carries 1,000 gallons

1995 Pierie Rescue Pumper 1000 GPM Pump — 500 gallons of water,.40 gallons
foam, CLASS A

An area of concern to the Fire Department is the availability of water supplies with which to
combat fires. To address this problem, the Fire Company, in conjunction with the Planning
Board, has been encouraging developers to provide either underground tanks or other access to
water. It is critical that as development increases, provisions be made to ensure proper fire
protection for residents.

Another area of concern to the Fire Department is the Township road network. Narrow roads,
particularly at Mountain Lake, compounded by the presence of parked cars or construction
equipment can greatly increase response time.

Consideration should be given to establishing a satellite firehouse, which would be centrally
located. A site to be considered could be an addition to the Municipal Building. The existence
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[image: image13.png]of a satellite station in another area of the Township may also serve as encouragement for
additional membership.

At present, the volunteer membership of the Mountain Lake Fire Department is adequate.
Maintaining this status will become more and more difficult as the population increases along
with the accompanying expectation of increased calls. Also as state regulations have increased
course requirements for members, the time and expense will also become issues.

FIRST AID

Liberty Township does not have its own First Aid Squad, but it is served by Independence First
Aid Squad.

Typically, the problem of the squad is the availability of volunteers. Day coverage is difficult
due to the fact that so many residents are employed out of the Township. Furthermore, the state
requirements for emergency medical training have increased to the point that some volunteers
cannot devote the time needed to be trained.

RESOURCE RECOVERY

As there is now an emphasis being places on recycling as one of several alternatives to solid
waste disposal, the township is required to provide a program suitable for the conduct of
recyclable waste collection activities.

In 1987, New Jersey passed the mandatory Source Separation Recycling Act (Chapter 162, P.L.
1987). In addition to refuse collection from homeowners, the new legislation requires source
separation and recycling of solid waste. It also requires each municipality to revise their master
plans to reflect changes in state, county, and municipal policies and objectives of recycling. This
element of the Master Plan must be updated every three years. This act also requires that each

county shall prepare and adopt a district recycling plan to implement the State recycling plan
goals.

Each district-recycling plan shall include:
e Designation of a district recycling coordinator

e Designation of the recyclable materials to be separated in each municipality, which shall
include, in addition to leaves, at least three other recyclable materials separated from the
municipal solid waste system.

e Designation of the strategy for the collection, marketing, and disposition of designated
source, separated recyclable materials in each municipality;
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[image: image14.png]e Designation of recovery targets in each municipality to achieve the maximum feasible
recovery of recyclable materials from the municipal solid waste stream which shall include,
at a minimum, the following schedule:

a) The recycling of at least fifteen (15%) percent of the prior year’s total municipal
solid waste stream by the end of the first full year succeeding the adoption and
approval by the Department of Environmental Protection of the recycling plan.

b) The recycling of at least twenty-five (25%) percent of the second preceding year’s
total municipal solid waste means the sum of the municipal solid waste stream
disposed of as solid waste as measured in tons plus the total number of tons of
recyclable materials recycled.

Additionally, where a development is proposed for construction of 50 or more units of single
family residential housing or 25 or more units of multi-family residential housing, provisions
must be made for the storage and disposition of the recyclables as identified in this section. This
also applies for any commercial or industrial development proposal for the utilization of 1,000
square feet or more of land.

In October of 1987, the Warren County Recycling Plan was drafted with the latest revision

occurring in April 1989. In accordance with the plan as revised, each municipality must recycle
and collect six (6) designated materials in order to achieve state mandated goals of fifteen (15%)
percent to twenty-five (25%) percent. These materials include: glass, aluminum cans and scrap,

tin cans, plastic beverage containers, white goods and waste oil. Institutional generators must
recycle tin.

In addition to those items mandated, newsprint, corrugated cardboard, and high-grade paper may
also be recycled in order to assure the reduction goals. )

A temporary County Recycling Facility is located in White Township by the county garage. In
addition, the county provides collection vehicles for drop-off centers where a collector system or
recycling facilities do not as yet exist. The County is in the process of establishing an
intermediate processing center to be located at the District landfill site. Operation should begin
by the end of 1990. Sites for leaf composting are being considered in Harmony Township and
possibly will be in operation by the fall of 1989.

In response to the New Jersey Statewide Mandatory Source Separation and Recycling Act, the
Township has designated glass by color, aluminum cans, newspapers, and plastic containers as
items that must be recycled. The method of collection is not uniform throughout the Township.
Residents who are served by Sanico, Inc. are provided with curbside pick-up. Hamm’s
Sanitation does not provide its customers with this service.

At present, for one day a month, the county provides the Township with a collection vehicle,
known as “ Eager Beaver”, which is located at the municipal building. Those residents who are
without curbside pick-up or those who chose to do so, may deliver their recyclables on that day.
Items accepted are: glass, aluminum, tin cans, and plastic milk and soda containers. This
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[image: image15.png]arrangement with the county is only temporary, this service will be phased out. Haulers will be
expected to deliver recyclables to the center.

This discrepancy in service is an issue the Township must address. There are several options
that may be considered. In the event that Hamm’s Sanitation does not intend to offer a recycling
service to its customers in the near future, collection of recyclables could be contracted with
another hauler for a fee. The Township also has the option of assuming the responsibility for
contracting of trash collection. Residents would then pay for this service through their taxes
rather than separate billing. This would also put the Township in a position to contract with one
hauler for the entire Township. Lastly, vehicles could be purchased and the Township could
assume total responsibility for trash collection. This option does not seem feasible for the
present due to limited available manpower.

The Township should look not only to its local needs and objectives in recycling, but should also
address these issues in concern with the county and state operations. The Township’s long-term
objective should be to push the county and state in the direction of container deposits and the
phasing out of plastics used in packaging, this being the most practical and long term approach to
reducing the waste stream and addressing concerns still being debated regarding incineration and
“biodegradation” of plastics.

WASTE WATER MANAGEMENT PLAN

Liberty relies upon subsurface disposal throughout the Township. Lot sizes and the provisions
of Chapter 199, Standards for the Construction of Individual Subsurface Sewage Disposal
Systems (N.J.A.C. 7:9-2.1) are considered adequate at this time.

STORM WATER MANAGEMENT PLAN

Storm water management has not been actively pursued in the Township. As is the case in most
rural areas, the problems, which do occur, are sufficiently infrequent and inconvenience
relatively few people. Consequently, they are not a priority. As development proceeds,
increasing impervious surfaces, drainage and flooding concerns become more important. Under
circumstances where the proposed development is a redevelopment, the conditions to be used
should be conditions of natural vegetation predominant in that area.

Experience in more developed areas indicate that planning for storm water control and
disposition by concentrating on the size or type of drainage lines in a development is not
sufficient. To preclude long-term downstream impact from development, it is necessary to look
at a combination of methods by which storm water runoff can be controlled, the most common of
which in use today is use of a detention pond to retard the flow of storm water in such a manner
as to result in no net increase in rate of flow off the site during a storm. This does not mean that
the amount of water discharged will be unchanged. Along with an increase in the amount of
water discharged, storm water issues are closely related to loss of subsurface recharge and
increased ground and surface water pollution.
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[image: image16.png]The plan, not part of the Master Plan, should identify trouble areas in the municipality and
propose means by which to alleviate those problems that occur. Policies should be established to
define the responsibilities of developers and units of government with respect to storm drainage.
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