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As may be seen from the data presented in Table 1, Liberty doubled in population since 1970.
However, in a regional context, the data shows that other municipalities (Independence, Hope,
Mansfield, Oxford and White) have outpaced the Township substantially in absolute terms.
Growth in Independence and Mansfield Townships is strongly tied to the presence of sewage
treatment facilities not currently available in Liberty Township. Hackettstown, while losing
population between 1970 and 1990, is compensating for that loss by its emergence as a sub-
regional employment and retail center.

The 1990 Census indicated that the Township of Liberty had a population density of 211.3
persons per square mile. In comparison, Warren County had a density of 256 and the State of
New Jersey 1,042 per square mile. Liberty ranks eleventh of the twenty-two municipalities in
Warren County in population density, the highest being Phillipsburg (4,924.1) and the lowest
Pahaquarry (1.0).

COMPOSITION

The population of Liberty Township comes from a wide array of national backgrounds (See
Table 2).

The composition of the population by sex and age shows that the most highly represented age

group is the 35 to 44 years of age, corresponding generally to the baby boomers (see Tables 3

and 4). This is an age group shift from the 1980 Census when the largest was the 25 to 34 age
group.

EDUCATION

The majority of the population has completed high school or gone beyond and attended college.
It is expected that this trend will continue as more and more of the population consists of in-
migrants able to afford substantial residences (see Table 5), and school attainment is generally
rising through the country.

PAST GROWTH

It is reasonable to assume that Liberty Township will continue to grow, although not at a pace
which will have a substantial impact on the overall development patterns in the Township.

Most of the residential development which has been approved, or is in the process of seeking
approval, contemplates construction of three and four bedroom homes. These are generally
occupied by larger families with one or two children. Under current zoning, all the growth in
Liberty Township is expected to be single-family detached homes with the concurrent increase in
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home.

While the overall household size in the Township is currently consistent with regional and
national trends, the additional population growth will remain at a higher level as a result of in-
migration of larger families. Data from the 1990 Census indicated that average household size

for Liberty Township was 2.93, and average family size was 3.32.

TABLE 1

POPULATION TRENDS

(_)=PERCENTAGE GROWTH BY DECADE

Liberty
Hackettstown
Hope
Independence
Oxford

White

Warren County

Source:

1960
760
5,276
833
1,509
1,657

1,832

63,220

1970

1,229 (61.7)
9,472 (79.5)
1,140 (36.9)
2,057 (36.3)
1,742 (5.1)
2,326 (27.0)

73,960 (16.9)
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1980

1,730 (40.8)
8,850 (-6.6)
1,468 (28.8)
2,829 (37.5)
1,659 (-4.8)
2,748 (18.1)

84,429 (14.2)

Census, 1990; Warren County Planning Board

1990

2,493 (30.6)
8,120 (-8.2)
1,719 (17.1)
3,940 (39.3)
1,790 ( 7.9)
3,603 (31.1)

91,607 ( 8.5)
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Austrian
Belgian
Canadian

Czech

Danish

Dutch

English

Finnish

French (Except Basque)
French Canadian
German

Greek
Hungarian

Irish

[talian
Lithuanian
Norwegian
Polish
Portuguese
Romanian
Russian
Scotch-Irish
Scottish

Slovak
Sub-Saharan African
Swedish

Swiss

Ukranian

United States or American

Welsh

West Indian (excl. Hispanic Origin)

Yugoslavian

Race or Hispanic Origin groups

Other groups

Unclassified or not reported

Source: 1990 Census — Graph

TABLE 2

Reporting Single
Ancestry Only

138
216
10

190

135

16

Reporting Multiple
Ancestry

1% Ancestry 2" Ancestry
Reported Reported

2 0
14 10
2 0

2 2
18 12
20 6
56 54
134 158
5 0
21 42
9 0
542 200
0 2
25 42
347 236
377 101
16 8
28 0
324 92
10 0
0 0
35 20
38 6
17 34
15 30
0 0
34 31
7 3
38 22
53 0
10 37
10 0
2 0
68 24
79 18
135 1,303
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POPULATION BY RACE AND SEX

Total Male Female

White 2,426 1,194 1,232
Black 21 12 9
Hispanic Origin 35 13 22
Asian Pacific Island 40 25 15
Other Race 6 4 2

Total 2,528 1,248 1,280
Source: 1990 Census

TABLE 4

MEDIAN AGE OF PERSONS BY SEX

TOTAL 334 ~

MALE 33.1

FEMALE 337
Source: 1990 Census
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POPULATION BY AGE & SEX

Age Total Male Female
Under 1 33 16 17
1-2 98 47 51
3-4 69 35 34
5 59 28 31
6 39 21 18
7-9 110 58 52
1011 79 43 36
12-13 74 37 37
14 32 15 17
15 38 24 14
16 31 14 17
17 36 19 17
18 31 14 17
19 25 17 8
20 24 12 12
21 36 16 20
22 - 24 78 37 41
25-29 164 80 84
30-34 278 133 145
35-39 264 140 124
40 — 44 211 105 106
45 -49 187 96 91
5054 103 58 45
55-59 34 44 40
60 — 61 30 17 13
62 — 64 47 19 28
65— 69 86 32 54
70 - 74 61 22 39
75 -79 48 17 31
80 -84 18 8 10
85+ 20 1 9
Total 2,493 1,235 1,258
Source: 1990 Census
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PERSONS 18 YEARS OLD AND OVER
BY EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT

(Persons 18 +)

Total %
Less Than 9th Grade 86 4.8
9th to 12th Grade, No Diploma 203 11.3
High School Graduate 716 39.8
Some College, No Degree 313 17.4
Associate Degree 129 7.2
Bachelor's Degree 258 143
Graduate or Professional Degree 93 _ 52
Total 1,798 100.0

Source: 1990 Census

The population data provided in Table 1 indicates that, although percentage increases have been
substantial, the actual number of persons within the Township remains relatively small as
compared to the long established developed municipalities in areas such as Hackettstown and
Phillipsburg, and those communities in the northeast and central parts of the state which were in
the path of post World War II sub-urbanization.

Liberty covers an area of approximately twelve square miles with, as previously mentioned, a
population density of 211.3 persons per square mile. In aregional context, growth in adjacent
municipalities, including the Town of Hackettstown, a regional center, has been uneven over the
past thirty years. In terms of absolute numbers, the total population in these areas remains
relatively small in comparison with those areas of New Jersey closer to the major core areas.

The difficulty in projecting future populations lies in the fact that the historic generators of
population in the decade of the '60s really do not apply to the populations in the decade of the
'90s. In particular, there was an absolute increase between 1960 and 1970 in Liberty Township
of 469 persons or approximately 47 people per year. This rate of growth in an area served by a
major artery (Route 46) is, to all intents and purposes, irrelevant, as it indicates that little
development was occurring. In contrast, for the period between 1980 and 1990, population
increased by an annual average of 76 persons or roughly 50 percent more than the 1970-1980
annual average increase of 50 persons. Even this is not a high absolute growth rate, the increase
being roughly 25 to 30 families per year. Allowing for the fact that Liberty is almost exclusively
a single-family detached housing community, the principal impact of this in-migration has been
felt in the schools. From the standpoint of other services provided by local or county
government, this increase has had little or no impact.
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It is reasonable to assume that development will continue to increase in the Township. This is
primarily due to pressure exerted from the Hackettstown regional center through Independence,
and is a function of Liberty's location along major arterials connecting commuter populations in
Pennsylvania with employment centers in Warren, Morris and Sussex Counties. There has also
been a trend amongst a number of commuters willing to travel longer distances, to obtain larger
lots at relatively cheaper prices than can be found in suburbs closer to the core areas. These
larger lots tend to be developed with bigger houses. After a long, arduous and contentious
process, the State Development and Redevelopment Plan was adopted by the State Planning

Commission on June 12, 1993. This Plan has placed Liberty Township into Planning Area Four
(PA4), Rural Planning Area.

PAA4 is that area designated as the prime area for preserving agriculture in New Jersey. [t is also
the area in New Jersey that has been out of the main stream of sub-urbanization. As such this

area can be expected to have a fairly low priority in receiving state funds for infrastructure
expansion.

The 1993 State Plan projected population by county to 2010. For Warren County the 2010
population projection is 102,000, an increase of 10,393 over the 1990 Census population of

91,607; an 11.3 percent increase for the twenty year period. This compares to the projected State
increase of 18.0 percent.

Based upon past trends, availability of land, and recent development approvals, most of the
county's growth will probably take place in those municipalities that are close to existing

population centers, have available land and are reasonably convenient to major transportation
corridors.

The Warren County Planning Department in October, 1999 projected population for its
constituent municipalities to 2025. For Liberty Township the projections were 2,819 for 2000,
3,367 for 2010 and 3,858 for 2020. This would be an increase of 13.1 percent from 1990 to
2000, and 19.4 percent from 2000 to 2010. These percentage increases are substantially less than
the 30.6 percent increase from 1980 to 1990. This growth is also slower than that projected in
the Master Plan adopted in 1989.
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