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Vice Chair Amy Dieteman called the meeting to order at 7 PM in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act.  

Ms. Dieteman brought forward a request to remove the agenda item of “electronic vote procedure, ratification” under new business. She supplied handouts on the Open Public Meetings Act and stated her view was that an electronic vote is against the Act. She made a motion to strike the item from the agenda, seconded by Mr. Crisp. Roll call vote: Ms. Dieteman- yes, Mr. Crisp- yes, Mr. Crisafulli, no, Mr. Doyle- no, Mr. McGreevy- abstain, Mr. Chaladoff- abstain, Mr. Lindow- abstain. The motion became moot. After discussion on the legality of email voting, the review of a letter from Anne Young on the topic, and the reason for the recent softball email vote (see softball report), Mr. Crisafulli made a motion to amend the agenda item to read discussion of potential email vote procedure and delete ratification, seconded by Mr. Lindow, all in favor. Ms. Greason will contact the township attorney for his opinion on email votes and telephone polls. 

Roll call:  Present: Vice Chair Amy Dieteman, Wayne Chaladoff, John Crisp, Mike Doyle, Charles Lindow Tardy: Al Crisafulli (7:05), Chairman Mike McGreevy (7:10)   

There are presently openings for two alternates. 

Minutes: Ms. Dieteman made a motion to approve the minutes January 22, 2008 as corrected, seconded by Mr. McGreevy, all in favor.  No meeting was held in February for lack of a quorum. 

Public Comment: None

Communications


Free infield maintenance clinic


Blairstown Recreation Commission program flyer


Community Day- Oriental Trading, and inflatable ad


NJ Youth Soccer- Certificate of Insurance


GMRSD approval of facility use for school fields

Sports Commissioners’ Reports


Basketball:  Mr. Chaladoff reported the season has ended. Equipment is still being returned, and after three weeks notice, only 6 of 13 coaches have made their returns. Ms. Greason will contact the remaining coaches.  

Baseball: Ms. Dieteman made a motion to approve $3,000 from Recreation Trust for uniforms, seconded by Mr. Crisafulli, all in favor. Registration had been closed. Ms. Greason suggested imposing an extra fee for late registrations. This could be added to the team numbers policy. Mr. Crisafulli made a motion to approve the list of coaches, seconded by Mr. Crisp, all in favor. Mr. Crisafulli made a motion to approve $375 League fees, and $1,480 Umpire fees, seconded by Ms. Dieteman, all in favor. 


Softball: At the beginning of the meeting discussion was held on the email vote requested by Commissioner Paula Tanski to allow a girl from Hackettstown to play on our Junior level team. The email vote approved the registration, and was accepted by the assistant. Ms. Tanski explained the situation, and stated it was not against the team numbers policy. A letter was reviewed from Anne Young stating her position on the vote and discussion (of which she was a part).

Ms. Tanski reported the equipment has been distributed, and all the coaches have the League mandatory certification. She gave the final team counts; 10 Junior, 11 intermediate, and 10 Senior. A Liberty resident may be registered with Independence and this is possible only with League permission. Ms. Tanski will check into the situation. 


Soccer: The DPW will be requested to bring the soccer goals back from the Oxford field.

The tentative dates for registration at the Municipal Building are Saturdays May 3 &10 from 9-11AM. The fees should remain the same, but uniform fees should be $10 for shirts and $15 for pants. The League is considering tentative approval of a program for high school level 14 7 15 year olds. There are not enough players in Liberty to form this level team. Some soccer equipment has not been returned, and the pop-up soccer goals in the field garage need to be put away. Ms. Dieteman made a motion to loan a bag of equipment to Mr. Pezzato for his travel team, seconded by Mr. Chaladoff, all in favor. 

Subcommittee Reports


Community Day- Mr. McGreevy reported on the progress of this subcommittee. 



Beach- Ms. Dieteman made a motion to approve the contacts with QC Laboratories for 2008 concession stand and beach water quality testing, seconded by Mr. Chaladoff, all in favor. 



Summer Recreation- Ms. Greason has been in contact with Emilia Joseph, head counselor. 



Concession Stand- The water testing needs to be performed, and the WC Haelth dept inspection needs to be scheduled. The quote from Wire’s Electric to install a 220 service for $500 is too high.  Ms. Dieteman made a motion to approve $500 start up funds be disbursed to Mr. McGreevy, seconded by Mr. Crisp, All in favor. 



Parks and Recreation Areas



Field Maintenance: The school fields are currently not playable. Clay is needed, and Russ Warren will be contacted concerning the mowing. Mr. Crisafulli stated he had a problem with the Commissioner being responsible for the field maintenance, and has had problems getting parents to volunteer. The batting cage also needs clay. 

Mr. McGreevy received a quote for an organic care program for the fields. He also feels the Commissioner should not be responsible for field maintenance. He will help find a group of volunteers. The Free Union Fields are not in exception ally bad shape, and a program for professional maintenance would be beneficial. 

Suggestions for future discussion include redesigning the athletic director position, a facilities coordinator as opposed to an athletic director, and the role of the recreation assistant. 




Policies: Ms. Dieteman read her revised version of the team numbers policy, and Mr. Doyle’s expanded version for review. Discussion was held and the item was until Ms. Dieteman does additional editing. 




Disciplinary: No official complaint was made, however discussion was held on a rumored comment involving a basketball coach. The Chair will investigate further. 



Rosenkrans Award: Ms. Tanski provided background on procedures followed by the LTAA.

Budget/Approval of expenditures

Status report- The municipal budget has not been introduced because of uncertainty of state aid and possible expense for state police services.

Ms. Dieteman made a motion to ratify the email vote approving $100 for the PTO TV Turn off dance, seconded by Mr. Chaladoff, all in favor.  


           D. Lovenburg’s re: Portable restrooms- Ms. Dieteman made a motion to approve the contract with D. Lovenburg’s for portable restrooms for Community Day, beach, boat launch, and school fields, seconded by Mr. Crisp, All in favor. 


Baseball coach keys & tags- Ms. Dieteman made a motion to approve $60 for keys, seconded by Mr. Crisafulli, all in favor. 


Coach training reimbursement- Mr. Doyle made a motion to approve not in excess of $50 each for 14 coaches training, seconded by Mr. Crisafulli, all  in favor. 


Mr. McGreevy made a motion to approve $100 from Trust for pre-emergent crab grass control, seconded by Mr. Chaladoff, all in favor. 

Old Business: None

New Business


Field Use Requests



Hackettstown Baseball, Bob Pezzato, late June. Mr. McGreevy made a motion to approve the request with the condition that the proper form and insurance certificate be supplied, and their time not interfere with recreation programs, seconded by Mr. Lindow, all in favor. 



Tigers Baseball, Jerry Totorca, 14-15 year olds from mid April through mid June, with games once during the week and one on Saturday evening. No form or insurance certificate has been supplied. This was tabled until the next meeting, when the forms should be submitted, and the schedules are set. 



Hackettstown Travel Soccer team, Mr. Crisp made a motion to approve the use with the condition that the form and insurance be provided, that the goals will be moved back off the fields, and their time not interfere with recreation programs, seconded by Ms. Dieteman, all in favor. 



Northwest Jersey Athletics, Frank Iannone, Cerbo team, March – September. Ms. Dieteman made a motion to approve the use, seconded by Mr. Crisp, all in favor. 


Back ground checks plan / implementation decision- tabled until next meeting

Financial disclosure forms- due to Willa April 30.      

Commissioner and Public Comments: None

The meeting was adjourned at 10 PM.

Respectfully submitted,    






Eileen Greason, Recording Secretary
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