Liberty Township Recreation Commission

Regular Meeting Minutes

November 8, 2006


The meeting was called to order at 6:40 PM in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act.

Roll call:  

Present: Chairman Bob Pezzato, Vice Chair Frank Iannone, Mike McGreevy, John Crisp, Amy Dieteman  
Absent: Dan Oliver, Mike Scudder

Minutes: The minutes of October 10, 2006 were approved on a motion by Mr. McGreevy, seconded by Mr. Crisp, all in favor with Ms. Dieteman abstaining.

Public Discussion:  None

Sports Commissioners’ Reports:


Basketball: Ms. Dieteman stated issues concerning team rosters have come to her attention. The first involves a 4th grader who cannot be available for practices due to another activity, being placed on a 5th/6th grade team on which the child’s parent is the coach, and being allowed to play in games on that level without the size and skills needed.  This is both a safety issue, and unfair to players that go to practices as well as games. The question put to the Commission was what policy exists and what is the Commission’s authority. There is not an existing policy specifically for this situation, however the Discipline Policy states that a coach can reduce playing time if practice is not attended. An attendance record should be kept. 


Try-outs for the Crossfire team have not been scheduled. The Chair reported that Lou Pischerchia coached this team last year, and is available again, as he is not coaching any other team this season. The consensus of the Commission was to accept Mr. Pischerchia as Crossfire coach. 


Mr. Iannone stated that the coach selection process is weak, and the complete list should be approved by the Commission prior to the start of practices for all sports, particularly on any “special” teams. 


 Chairman Pezzato reported he has received a complaint from a parent concerning a coach’s actions. Mr. Iannone stated that if the Commission receives a complaint, it is the responsibility of the Commission to investigate as much as possible. Mr. Pezzato made a motion to form a Disciplinary Review Subcommittee for the basketball season, having the authority to investigate complaints and suspend a coach for improper behavior until an appeal at a regularly scheduled Commission meeting. The motion was seconded by Ms. Dieteman, with all in favor.  The Chairman, Vice Chair, and Mr. McGreevy will form the subcommittee this Basketball season. They will meet and investigate the current complaint within a week’s time. 


Mr. Iannone stated we still have not received a written copy of the policy regarding the door attendant for basketball games held at Liberty School, even after approving funds for this position. There should be consistency within the entire school district, and the State Police covering Liberty should be made aware of any policy and guidelines. The letter of recommendations from the Warren County Prosecutor’s Office is not allowed to leave the school Board office, and a follow up meeting to assure consistency in this matter after last February’s meeting with Superintendent Bing never occurred. If the Commission is being asked to allocate funds for this recommendation (not requirement), then a written policy should be provided. Mr. Iannone made a motion to withhold any payment to a door guard until a written policy is provided with a deadline of the start of basketball games November 27, 2006, with a copy of the letter to the School Board sent to the Warren County Prosecutor’s Office, Division of Domestic Preparedness Task Force. Mr. McGreevy seconded the motion, with all in favor. 


Soccer: The season is ending, equipment is being turned in, and the budget for next year is being addressed. A report was given on the League meeting, flighting and rosters were discussed. The League needs to join a larger group for insurance purposes. The number of fields available for practice is a problem.  A possibility of using a filed in Oxford exists if we could take extra players from them. There is an unused filed on Pequest Rd. where our goals would be used, and we would line the fields. 


Baseball/ Softball: Mr. Pezzato reported on the League meeting. The president is not returning, and they are looking into returning to the regular Babe Ruth rules next year. The play offs and tournaments may not be held. The fees will stay the same. 

Old Business: 


None

New Business:


Open Space Ordinance: Copies were distributed for review, to be discussed at the next meeting.

Subcommittee Reports:


Concession Stand: Mr. McGreevy submitted a financial report. 

Community Day: Nothing to report


Beach: Nothing to report

Summer Recreation: Nothing to report

Commissioner Comments: None

The meeting was adjourned at 8:45PM.

Respectfully submitted,    

Eileen Greason, Recording Secretary
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