LIBERTY TOWNSHIP RECREATION COMMISSION

MINUTES – MAY 8, 2006 MEETING

Cathie Smith called the meeting to order @ 6:37 in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act.

Roll Call – Present – Chairman Bob Pezzato (6:52) Vice Chair Frank Iannone (6:57) Brian Young, Dan Oliver, Mike Scudder (left 7:15), John Crisp, Mike McGreevy (7:05)

The minutes of the April 11, 2006 meeting were approved as written on motion from Dan Oliver, seconded by Frank Iannone.  All in Favor.  Abstain John Crisp, Brian Young.

Subcommittee Reports:

Community Day

Dan reported that the majority of funds have been appropriated, leaving $70.00 for trophies, DJ, and booklets.  Dan Oliver advised complaints last year regarding the Horse & Pony Rides/Petting Zoo (Funny Farm Follies) and requested Eileen Greason to voice on this.  Eileen advised that there were problems last year with the horse and a child, a relative removed the child from the horse and the horse was put in the trailer for the remainder of the day with no water.  Also issue with the fence of the petting zoo being 2’ tall and a goat hopped out.  The goat was then tied to a telephone pole and continually got into the street.  In general it was felt by the entire Environmental Commission that the animals were not handled properly.  The Environmental commission requested last year that this group not be used again.  Eileen Greason reported that she investigated other avenues for horse/pony rides; Dan Oliver reported on same, and advised that Funny Farm Follies was advised of complaints regarding the treatment of the animals and Dan was ensured that this will not happen again.  Discussion ensued regarding options for this, including budget numbers for this day.  

Brian Young made a motion to eliminate the horse/pony rides and keep the petting zoo.

Mike Scudder seconded.

Discussion

All in Favor.  Opposed, none.  Dan Oliver abstained

Correspondance with regard to Community Day will be addressed by Dan Oliver.  These were from Free Union Untied Methodist Church, Family YMCA, and Ginger Gould.

Beach – Eileen Greason reported that the dock and raft are in need of repair.  Dan Oliver advised that self-closing doors have been purchased and need to be put on building for changing rooms.  Scraping and painting also need to be done for this building.  Also, the beach needs to be cleaned up.  The DPW will clean and grade the beach.  Lifeguards will clean the beach area prior to opening.  The beach will be open weekends from Community Day until end of school

Bob Pezzato made a motion to approve $1,279.00 for general supplies

John Crisp seconded.

Discussion

All in Favor.  Opposed, none.

Bob Pezzato made a motion to approve $500.00 for water testing

Frank Iannone seconded.

Discussion

All in Favor.  Opposed, none

Bob Pezzato made a motion to approve $600.00 for sand.

Frank Iannone seconded.

Discussion

All in Favor.  Opposed, none.

Summer Recreation – We are waiting to hear from Emelia Joseph.  Eileen will pursue her to discuss program and scheduling.  Brian Young advised that all counselors want to return, so we do not need to look for additional counselors.  Sign-ups are going out with school newsletters this week.  They will also be available at soccer sign-ups.

Mark Tibak requested information be sent to him for this day so that he can include on Township website.  Dan Oliver will provide to him.  Also, Frank Iannone will provide information regarding Mens Baseball league for the website.

Concession Stand – Problems with alarm.  This is to be disarmed @ 7:00AM but apparently has not been happening.  The alarm company has been contacted and Technical Support will be coming out.  Also, new codes have not been accepted.   The stand has not been used and water tests need to be done and the exterminator has not been in.  Water fountain needs to be turned on.  Should be plenty of propane.

Bob Pezzato discussed fuel for tractors.  Eileen will discuss this with the Township Committee.  Mark Tibak does not feel that this is a problem.

Soccer  - Commissioner currently not designated.  Amy Dietemen expressed concerns about the soccer program and a coach who did not play children fairly.  Discussion ensued regarding commissioner responsibilities.  Registration fees are $35.00 for all, with Kindergarten @ $15.00, plus uniform purchase.  Any players who have uniforms which need to be replaced, will be done so at N/C but last year’s uniform must be returned.

Ann Young questioned signing up, then quitting, and return of registration fee.  Ann was advised that once practices start (mid July then fee is non-refundable)  

Bob Pezzato made a motion to appoint Amy Dietemen and John Crisp as Soccer Commissioners

Seconded by Brian Young.

Discussion

All in Favor.  Opposed, none.

Bob Pezzato requested the following for the 2006 season:

28 Game balls (12 - #4; 4 - #5; 12 - #3) - 
$ 700.00

100 Needles @ $0.15


$   15.00

10 Pumps @ $4.



$   40.00

2 Doz Pinnies



$   88.00

10 Red Goal Keepers@ $11.95

$ 119.50

16 Anchor hooks for goals


$   80.00

Net Holders (2 lg; 6 med)


$  198.00

Set Soccer Goals Size TBD

$  800.00

TOTAL




$2041.00

Bob Pezzato made a motion to approve the above funds

Seconded by Frank Iannone

Discussion

All in Favor

Bob Pezzato requested the following line paint

35 Cases White/15 Cases Orange @ $29.00/case plus shipping $1,525.00.  This includes free double sprayer with purchase of this quantity.

Bob Pezzato made a motion to approve the above funds

Seconded by Brian Young

Discussion

All in Favor 

Bob advised that he maintains the corner layout throughout the year with paint and stakes.  This saves valuable time in the fall.

Softball – Paula Tanski reported that the season is going fine.  Umpires masks need to be placed in box.  Problem with Soccer nets on field.  These need to be rolled off the field.  Frank Iannone suggested they be placed outside the fence.  Discussion regarding repairs to fence and batting cage and gate installation @ Senior field to allow soccer nets to be rolled outside during baseball/softball season.  Frank will make contact to get prices for this, as well as fence @ Liberty Elementary, far field, plus price for new backstop @ Softball field, which the Township Committee approved funds for.

Baseball – Paint sprayer needed at Liberty Elementary.  The grass is being cut by the custodian, and the grass is being blown onto the field.  After discussion, Ann Young will speak with Earl and request that he blow the clippings away from the infield in an attempt to avoid weed/grass growth on that area.

Basketball – Cathie Smith advised that this will be her last year and has been working with Mary Sagan.  Hopefully she will continue with the program.

Defibrillator - Discussion regarding Defibrillator for Free Union Field and State Regulations.  These have been placed in all three schools in district and some training has taken place.  Discussion regarding purchase of this unit, which Dan Oliver will look into.  The GMRSD had the units donated from Newton Hospital and the PTO purchased the accessories.  Unit purchase included training of 10 people/unit.

Belvidere Pool – Discussion of letter received requesting donation of funds which are needed for necessary repairs.  It was decided that no donation will be made as Liberty residents pay the same fees and the Summer Recreation program does not get a break. 

Project Graduation – Discussion regarding the nature of this event and past donations.

Frank Iannone made a motion to donate $250.00 and request that the Liberty Township Committee match this donation.

Seconded by Bob Pezzato

Discussion

All in Favor

Copies of current policies were distributed for review by all LTRC members.  These can be discussed further at the June meeting.

Brian Young submitted letter of resignation effective immediately, stressing importance of policies and that safety should always come first when making decisions.  Brian also suggested a “blind” draft policy for the future.

Bob Pezzato made a motion of acceptance of resignation

Seconded by Frank Iannone

All in Favor
Meeting adjourned at 8:17 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathie Y. Smith
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