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Liberty Township is currently very sparsely developed with concentrations at the Mountain Lake
residential area and along the major arteries, Route 46 and the Hope/Great Meadows Road.Table
28, Existing Land Use, indicates that by far the majority of the land in the Township (71.5 %) is
open land (state, federal, vacant, qualified farm, and other). In addition to this open land, a
significant proportion of the land shown as being residentially developed is also open land
consisting of a dwelling on a very large lot. Three-quarters of the Township is undeveloped. It
1s also instructive to see that, in terms of total acreage, nearly one-quarter of the Township (three
square miles) is occupied by a residential population of 2,600 persons, or 1.35 persons per acre
overall. Taking into account the relatively high density Mountain Lake area, this indicates that
the remainder of the Township is already showing signs of sprawl. Sprawl is an inefficient use
of land as it carves up open spaces into a haphazard development pattern. Further, it
substantially reduces wildlife habitat and is an economic hardship on the taxpayer in general.
Municipal services to widely scattered developments are costly in terms of road maintenance and
construction, storm water control, soil erosion, sedimentation of streams and water bodies.
These issues are further explored in the discussion of compatibility with the draft State
Development and Redevelopment Plan.

Exhibit 2 depicts land use, showing that the pattern of development is scattered throughout the
Township with a focus on Mountain Lake and the major arteries within the Township. Some
development is distributed along secondary arteries, such as Shades of Death Road. An
additional concentration, which combines arterial focus as well as old settlement, is the
Townsbury area.

NON-RESIDENTIAL LLAND USE

Liberty Township is located in an employment region generally focused upon Hackettstown.
Hackettstown offers the nearest wide range of employment opportunity and retail services for
Liberty residents. Existing business areas within Liberty Township are primarily along Route 46
with some development on Hope-Great Meadows Road (Route 611) and Shades of Death Road.
Mountain Lake is also the site of a small number of businesses.

There are two small industrial zones adjacent to Route 46. One is located in the southeastern
section of the Township and is zoned for heavy industry. The other, in the southwestern part of
the Township, is zoned for light industrial use. A few small business zones are scattered
throughout the Township and are used primarily for small convenience stores or taverns. Part of
Route 46 is also zoned for business use.

In the Proposed Land Use Plan for the Township, some additional business zones have been
added. Along Shades of Death Road, there already exists a trucking concern and some nurseries.
The proposed zone will change addresses on an already existing use. Additionally, on Hope-
Great Meadows Road, at the intersection of Marble Hill Road, another business zone is
proposed. The area surrounding the proposed zone is expected to see substantial residential
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[image: image5.png]development in the future, and in an attempt to meet future needs and reduce traffic flows, this
business zone is recommended to provide either convenience stores or professional offices.

LAND USE

Commercial

Regular Farms

Other — Church, Cemeteries
Government — Township
Government — State/Federal
Vacant/Qualified Farm
Vacant

Residential

Industrial

Other — Road, Water Railroad

TOTAL

TABLE 23

CURRENT LAND USE

ACRES

33.995
359.044
6.410
51.452
624.565
2,596.070
1,864.909
1,727.1353
9.500
406.9197

7,680.000
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PERCENT

0.44
4.68
0.08
0.67
8.13
33.8
24.28
22.50
0.12
5.30

100.00
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