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A first and highly important step in the planning process is to lay out the goals and objectives of
the community. These goals and objectives provide the Planning Board of Adjustment and the
Township Committee with a framework and an understanding of the basis for the Master Plan.
The goals are fairly broad and serve to identify the most important overall community concerns.
The objectives serve to identify the methods by which these goals may be realized.

1. LAND USE

GOAL: Establish a balance of residential and non-residential uses so as to provide
a full range of services as well as residential opportunities to the residents
of Liberty Township.

OBJECTIVES:

A. Emphasize and strengthen the three identified community centers (i.e. Mountain
Lake, Townsbury and the Free Union Center).

B. Encourage a development pattern that emphasizes pedestrian, non-motorized
transportation.

C. Encourage business and industrial development in appropriate areas, particularly
retail and office construction along Hope- Great Meadows Road and Route 46.

2. HOUSING

GOAL: Provide zoning for, and to the extent possible, assist in the provision of a
full range of housing opportunities within the Township.

OBJECTIVES:
A. Encourage prospective developers to design residential areas to reinforce
interpersonal interaction. Pedestrian and bikeways should be provided in connection

with all new roadway development.

B. Explore sources of funding to aid residents in rehabilitation of substandard housing.
Investigate Small Cities and other funding opportunities.

C. Prepare a periodic review of housing conditions in the Township.

D. Provide a range of housing types hereby creating greater access to the housing market
for all segments of the Township population.



[image: image3.png]ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

GOAL: Identify and protect environmentally sensitive areas and natural resources.
OBJECTIVES:
A. Identify sensitive resources within the Township. Provide clear standards to protect

vegetation and wildlife habitats to the greatest extent possible.

Provide development regulations that are responsive to specific site conditions.
Ensure that uses permitted in any zone are consistent with the existing character of
the land and do not require substantial modification of the land.

Review development impact on the basis of whole natural systems.

Augment base zoning density regulations by adding consideration of environmentally
constrained areas such that densities shall be reduced where such conditions exist.

Support and promote the lake preservation activities through water-quality
management, particularly from Mountain Lake and its sensitive down stream
discharge area.

GOAL: Retain to the greatest extent possible the rural/farmland character of

Liberty Township.

OBJECTIVES:

Ensure that all existing stone rows and tree rows be maintained.
Where stone rows and tree rows must be altered, reestablish the same.

Prepare development regulations that would require-a significant buffer between
homes and existing rural streets.

Minimize disturbance of forested tracts that are the subject of a development
proposal.

Call for development design that minimizes the use of curbing and maximizes the use
of natural drainage flow and detention (via swales, etc.).
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OBJECTIVES:

A. Identify the components of the Natural Resource base.

B. Develop an inventory of strengths and weaknesses of the Natural Resource base.
C. Preserve areas of environmental sensitive land as open space.

D. Create a zoning scheme that allows a reasonable use of property without negative
impact upon critical resources.

GOAL: Protect critical natural resources of the Township.
A. Identify wetlands, steep slopes and other water bodies
B. Identify critical slopes and soils within the Township.

C. Ensure that adequate protection exists in the Township Code for critical resources.

CIRCULATION

GOAL: Provide a safe and efficient vehicular transportation network throughout
the Township.

OBJECTIVES:

A. Review the road network, identifying areas of traffic hazards and needed
improvements.

B. Provide for new roadways where development pressure is expected and ensure that
those roadways are connected through all properties in question through creation of
an Official Map.

C. Create a uniform system of street signage consistent with Liberty’s rural character
and the need for sufficient visibility for drivers.

D. Investigate the potential for use of traffic calming devices in existing streets where
traffic speeds are inconsistent with public safety.

E. Investigate areas where a park and ride could be installed to assist residents in
reducing transportation costs.
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G. Coordinate circulation improvement activities with Warren County and the State of
New Jersey.

H. Coordinate municipal and County highway policies in order to minimize the impact
of roadside clearing.

GOAL: Provide alternative transportation opportunities.

OBJECTIVES:

A. Provide a means by which pedestrian and bicycle traffic may be encouraged through
designation of bicycle lanes and provision of pedestrian accessways.

B. Perform a specific study of the Mountain Lake collector road system with an analysis

of existing on-street parking and elimination of conflicts between pedestrians and
motorized traffic.

C. Investigate all existing railroad rights-of-way for use as pedestrian paths, ensuring
that they do not become subdivided and lost to public use.

COMMUNITY FACILITIES

GOAL: Create an identifiable municipal center to establish a sense of overall
identity of the community.

OBJECTIVES:

A. Study the Free Union/Municipal Complex and surrounding area for its potential as a
town center.

B. Review development regulations with a view to increasing flexibility of design to
allow a mix of uses consistent with a rural community center.

GOAL: Foster a sense of community.

OBJECTIVES:

A. Prepare development regulations, which encourage designs consistent with
neighborhood interaction.

B. Provide a Civic Center for municipal events and functions.
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OBJECTIVE:

A. Survey the township to identify locations for installation of underground water
storage facilities. Associated access should be provided.

GOAL: Minimize the impact of wireless communication facilities in Liberty
Township.
OBJECTIVES:

A. Site communication facilities in such a manner as to meet the requirements of the
service provider with construction of new towers
minimized.

B. Require that adequate site plan language be available in township code so as to
mitigate the adverse visual impact of the necessary facilities.

C. Ensure that a substantial buffer exists between wireless communication facilities and
residential uses. Avoid locations for wireless communication facilities in residential

districts.
HISTORIC SITES T
GOAL: Undertake additional research into the historical resources of Liberty
Township.
OBJECTIVES:

A. Review the existing commercial facilities in the vicinity of Mountain Lake as to their
character and importance to the lake community specifically, and to Liberty
Township in general.

B. Investigate means by which the documentation of historic sites in Liberty Township
may be further established.
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GOAL: Actively participate in regional planning programs.
OBJECTIVES:
A. Continue to work with the Upper Delaware Watershed planning initiatives.

B. Emphasize the inter-relationship of the Township’s planning efforts with adjacent
municipalities and the county.




