                                LIBERTY TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

Minutes

Regular Meeting

     May 15, 2008


[image: image1.wmf]Chairman Wooldridge called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act.

Roll: Present: Chairman Phil Wooldridge, Vice Chair Tom Webster Beverly Gloumakoff, Shannon Buckley, second alternate Karen Cook   Absent: Eckhardt Debbert (excused), Bill VonderHaar (excused), Doug Hankin (excused), first alternate Frank Joseph (excused)

Public Comment: None

Approval of Minutes: Ms Gloumakoff made a motion to approve the minutes of April 17, 2008, seconded by Ms. Buckley, all in favor with Mr. Webster abstaining. 

Work session – ditty bag assembly

Communications: 

Invitation: WCEC presentation- “Future of Food”

Old Business: 


Community Day booth- June 14: Cristina Frank, NJ Audubon, will give a bird walk; ditty bags will be distributed; MLCA & WAG will share booth


Tree planting at school- Ms. Buckley reported a great turnout from the Scouts. Mr. Hankin, Ms. Greason, and Ms. Cook also attended. All 31 trees were planted in one hour. Mulch was donated by Pio Costa Enterprises. Leftover mulch can be used t the riparian planting. Ms. Rutowski reported the watering will be taken care of by school parents. 

Tree Management Plan – Ms. Buckley distributed handouts of an outline for the five-year Community Forestry Management Plan. By entering into this plan the town will benefit by reducing liability from hazardous trees; be eligible for grant funds which can be used for Arbor Day events; and receive training for staff. She will develop the plan with the Commission, and waive the usual consulting fee. The four main parts of the plan were discussed- planning, inventory, hazardous tree removal, and a maintenance plan. Fifty percent is public outreach, and fifty percent is maintenance. GIS software is available for calculations on CO2 storage, savings on stormwater runoff, air quality improvement, energy savings, etc. The Commission can form a shade tree subcommittee, and a portion of the plan can be discussed at each meeting, with a goal to present the Plan to the Twp. Committee by December. Ms. Buckley will also work with the DPW.  She suggested everyone review the Mission Statement section, and bring ideas to the next meeting. 
Summer recreation “earth day” program- Ms. Greason suggested the Commission sponsor the Pennsylvania Raptor and Wildlife Assn. Their program includes live birds and animals. Ms. Buckley made a motion to approve funds for the program, seconded by Ms. Cook, all in favor.  Ms. Buckley has a water quality learning game that could also be used with volunteers from the Commission.  August 6 is the tentative date. Ms. Cook volunteered to assist. 

New Business: 
New riparian planting- Lodge grove: Ms. Greason will fill out the forms to nominate this site.

Commissioner reports/Meetings attended: 


Land Use Board: No report 


MLCA & WAG: No report


Audubon Trail Guide: Ms. Greason reported the lake area was going to be left out of the guide. She met with Linda Gangi, and convinced her that the area be included. 

    
Other: Larry Kovar, Aquatic Analysts met with Ms. Greason and the secchi disk reading was 7.5 feet, and the dissolved oxygen levels were fine for this time of year. 

Expenditures:


Secretarial fee- Ms. Gloumakoff made a motion to approve payment, seconded by Ms. Buckley, all in favor.  

Commissioner and Public Comments: None

Ditty Bag disbursement: 50 bags were filled for Community Day disbursal. 

Adjournment: 8:57 PM

Respectfully submitted,





Eileen Greason, Secretary
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