                                LIBERTY TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

Minutes


Reorganization and Regular Meeting

    January 17, 2008


[image: image1.wmf]Secretary Greason called the reorganization meeting to order at 7:03 PM in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act.

Roll: Present: Phil Wooldridge, Tom Webster, Doug Hankin, Shannon Buckley, Bill VonderHaar, first alternate Frank Joseph, second alternate Lorna Wooldridge   Absent: Beverly Gloumakoff (excused), Eckhardt Debbert (excused)

Reorganization:


Mr. VonderHaar nominated Mr. Wooldridge for Chair, seconded by Mr. Joseph, all in favor. Mr. Wooldridge nominated Mr. Webster for Vice Chair, seconded by Mr. VonderHaar, all in favor. 

Public Comment: Mr. Wooldridge initiated a discussion on pesticide usage. Marco Hernandez, Danville Mt. Rd., introduced himself as a four year resident and a leukemia victim and stem cell recipient. He was surprised the municipality did not advertise that mosquito spraying was being done. He felt this should be communicated to residents. Karen Cook, Free Union Rd., introduced herself as an oncology nurse practitioner. She was concerned with notification of mosquito spraying, and a rise in asthma rates. She would like to see email notification. Mr. Joseph stated that notification seems to be the common concern, and explained his school has an automated phone system to alert parents of issues. Mr. VonderHaar stated the cost for this at GMRSD is around $4.00 per person. Ms. Wooldridge spoke about her son having a rash, and felt it was the result of a mosquito spray. Mr. Joseph asked if a specific diagnostic link was made to pesticide, and her answer was no. Ms. Greason told of the asthma study conducted by the White EC and reviewed by the Northampton Warren AirQAP. Discussion was held on notification, and what is offered by the Mosquito Commission. Mr. Joseph stated that we should strive to minimize use of chemicals, but realistically we cannot eliminate them. Individuals that are concerned can take the personal responsibility of calling the Mosquito Commission’s answer machine that lists daily what areas are scheduled for spraying. Mr. VonderHaar recommended that Ms. Greason informally take the public and Commission’s concerns regarding improved notification back to the Mosquito Commission, and report back their response next month. 

Approval of Minutes: Mr. Joseph made a motion to approve the minutes of December 20, 2007, seconded by Ms. Buckley, all in favor. 

Communications: 



Wooded Valley Estates- Dam restoration permit application
. The consensus of the Commission is that the dam should be removed. 


Up coming meetings & seminars: ANJEC: Flood Hazard Areas; Commissioner Training
Old Business: 


IBA: Ms. Wooldridge re\ported that Christina Frank will have a display for Community Day. 


Winter event: LEAP into Nature. MLCA and WAG will be a co-sponsor. Seeds of heirloom lettuce from the Heirloom Seed Society will be distributed, as well as “Dot Pots”.

New Business: 

Open Space: The Township Committee requested input for lake properties- See attached letter.


2008 Projects: 

· Mr. Wooldridge reported that Jenna & Stefano Cramer with the Sierra Club’s Cool Cities Program have offered to come to the April meeting and discuss setting up a group to audit the energy use of the municipality. Grant funding may be available to make improvements. 

· LEAP (Liberty Environmental Awareness Program) into Nature- a presentation in March with the Heirloom Seed Society and the Bug Lady, and an “Earth Day” program during Summer Recreation. 

· Community Day- Watershed Ambassador, Audubon Society, build a bird house kits

· Sponsor a bird walk

Commissioner reports/Meetings attended: 


Land Use Board: No report  


MLCA & WAG: Mr. Joseph reported the winter newsletter will be going out. 

    
Tree Management Plan: Ms. Buckley reported on the development of the plan and what the program entails. 

Expenditures:

Aquatic Analysts contract: Ms. Buckley made a motion to accept the aquatic weed control contract, seconded by Mr. Hankin. Yes: Ms. Buckley, Mr. Hankin, Mr. Webster, and Mr. Joseph. No: Mr. VonderHaar. Abstentions: Mr. & Ms. Wooldridge. Motion carried. 

Secretarial fee:  Mr. Joseph made a motion to approve the secretarial fee, seconded by Mr. VonderHaar, all in favor. 

Commissioner and Public Comments: None

Ditty Bag disbursement: Tabled until packets are updated

Adjournment: 9:20 PM

Respectfully submitted,





Eileen Greason, Secretary
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